THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

Allworthy and within a few days was on his "midwinter"
travels when the nights were "cold," and the Highlanders
were Well over the border. How, it has been asked, can
these " winter transactions " be reconciled with the sninmer
scene in the grove? They cannot be reconciled, for there
is no way to stretch three weeks and some odd days into five
months. Keightley sought to palliate the inconsistency by
assuming that the author pnrposely introduced the anachro-
nism in imitation of Cervantes in "Don Quixote"; that is,
to mystify the reader.* Is not Sancho Panza seen riding
on an ass that he had lost in a previous chapter of the cele-
brated novel? Keightley Js hypothesis is interesting, but
it fails to consider that Fielding's aim was more real-
istic than Cervantes>s; that elsewhere his time-scheme ap-
proaches perfection.

Fielding's error, it must be conceded, is positive and
glaring; it cannot be explained away, but it may be ac-
counted for. Despite the fact that "Tom Jones" appears
to be admirably organized, Fielding did not write with a
definite plan laid out before him; he doubtless knew from
the first how in general the novel was to end; but it devel-
oped day by day under the inspiration of his pen. There
were to be those scenes on the estates of Allworthy and
Western and adventures on a journey to London, where
the curtain was to be rung down. His slip occurred just as
he was making the transition from the estates to the road.
A grove on an evening in June was a most appropriate
place for Tom to meditate on Sophia, for him to meet
Molly, and incidentally to be surprised in Ms amour by
Thwackum and Master BlifiL A grove in midwinter could
have offered no concealment to the intrigue. "When Field-
ing described that scene, the journey to London existed only
in prospect; perhaps he then had no design of placing it
in the winter. That was a detail rendered necessary if Tom
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